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The Brackley project team has carried out 

desktop and on-site studies to determine this 

site’s suitability for renewable energy 

development. Based on initial results, we are now 

undertaking the full suite of studies required to 

prepare an Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report and planning application for the 

proposed project. 

As part of this process, the team will be carrying 

out a comprehensive engagement programme 

to ensure that the local community is kept 

informed about the project. We look forward to 

sharing further information with you and 

receiving your feedback as the project 

progresses.  

The proposed development

The study area of the proposed renewable energy project 

is shown on the map far right, denoted by the red 

boundary.  The study area extends to around 600 

hectares, of which a significant area is an operational 

commercial forest owned by Coillte. The remaining land is 

third-party property.

Further detailed studies and technical assessments are 

being carried out to inform an initial draft design for the 

wind farm. These include archaeology, hydrology, noise, 

telecoms, aviation, landscape and visuals, wind 

measurement and bird, bat and other associated ecology 

surveys. Study updates will be included in future 

newsletters as part of our engagement.

An operating wind farm at this location would occupy only 

a small proportion of the overall site area. Many other land 

uses can co-exist, such as commercial forestry, farming, 

recreation and biodiversity management.  

About FuturEnergy Ireland

FuturEnergy Ireland was established in 2021 as a 

stand-alone joint venture between Coillte and ESB. 

The company was formed with an aim to maximise 

the potential of Ireland’s unique wind and land 

resources and accelerate Ireland’s transformation 

to a low carbon energy economy. 

Coillte and ESB have a long history of working with 

communities to develop renewable energy, 

including Castlepook Wind Farm in Co. Cork and 

Raheenleagh Wind Farm in Co. Wicklow. 

FuturEnergy Ireland is targeting the development of 

1GW of renewable energy by 2030 through high 

quality, carefully considered onshore wind and 

battery storage projects. These projects, once 

delivered, would power an estimated 730,000 

homes annually, make a significant contribution to 

Ireland’s commitment to produce 80% of electricity 

from renewable sources by the end of this decade, 

and deliver material emissions reductions. 

FuturEnergy Ireland is exploring the potential for a renewable energy development 

in Co. Cavan. The study area for the proposed Brackley Wind Farm is located on 

Slieve Rushen, approximately 5km northwest of Ballyconnell and 3.5km southeast 

of Swanlinbar in Co. Cavan.

Why this project site?

The proposed site for Brackley Wind Farm has been 

identified as a favourable site for wind energy 

generation. This can be attributed, in part, to the 

following

•  Good annual average wind speeds in the study area.

• The scale of the site is such that setback distances 

from houses are well in excess of government 

guidelines. The project team has committed to a 

minimum setback of at least 700 metres between a 

habitable dwelling and a proposed turbine location.

• The existence of a network of forestry roads within the 

study area which can be upgraded and used for 

project construction.

• The existence of a good national and regional road 

network around the study area, enabling easy access 

to the site.

• The study area is accessible for connection to the 

National Electricity Grid.

• A strong history of wind energy in the area.



Why Onshore Wind Energy?

In 2024, Ireland imported 79.6% 

of its energy, more than 20% 

above the EU average

Climate action

The planet is warming at a dangerous rate. To tackle 

this, urgent action is required. Ireland’s climate action 

policy aims to significantly increase onshore wind 

energy, which is critical to achieving our legally binding 

carbon emissions reduction targets. 

Wind energy makes sense for Ireland. It is a free, 

domestic natural resource, produced in abundance 

due to our location. It is a clean fuel source that does 

not pollute the air like power plants, which rely on the 

combustion of fossil fuels. 

The Climate Action Plan 2024 clearly sets out an 

objective to almost double onshore wind deployments 

from 5GW today to 9GW by 2030. If we can increase 

the amount of renewable energy, this can also support 

the electrification of heat and transport. 

Accelerating the development of renewable energy 

projects such as the proposed Brackley Wind Farm is 

vital to reduce carbon emissions and slow down the 

damage caused by climate change that is already 

beginning to devastate our planet and cost many lives.  

Energy security

Ireland is highly dependent on imported energy, 

spending €1 million an hour on fossil fuels. As such, 

we are vulnerable to international price increases, 

which are directly impacted by escalating 

international shocks. This can have an inflationary 

effect on our economy, as experienced in 2022 at the 

start of the conflict in Ukraine. 

EU and national energy policies are seeking to rapidly 

ramp up renewable generation capacity to reduce 

our dependence on imported fossil fuels and support 

more stable and affordable long-term energy prices. 

Projects such as the proposed Brackley Wind Farm 

have the potential to support this strategy by 

improving energy security and reducing costs 

in Ireland. 

Local benefits

The FuturEnergy Ireland team has a strong track 

record of developing and delivering renewable 

energy projects in Ireland and is looking forward to 

exploring the full potential of the Brackley project, 

including the important benefits the project could 

bring to the local community and more widely to Co. 

Cavan. 

Our wind farms make a significant contribution to 

the local economy via rates contributions and a 

significant Community Benefit Fund, which we will 

cover in more detail in the next newsletter. There is 

also the potential to include enhanced local 

recreational amenities in consultation with Coillte 

should this be of interest to the local community.



Working Together: FuturEnergy Ireland 

and Galetech Energy Developments 

Galetech Energy Developments (GED) is also 

developing a wind energy project on Slieve Rushen 

in parallel with Brackley Wind Farm. 

The proposed development is located between the 

existing Snugborough Wind Farm and the two-

turbine Corneen Wind Farm, approximately 2.5km 

northwest of Ballyconnell. 

Galetech Energy Developments is part of the wider 

Galetech Energy Group. This Irish-owned renewable 

energy company has been in business for over 25 

years and has its headquarters in Stradone. 

Both FuturEnergy Ireland and GED share similar 

goals towards building a resilient, carbon-free 

electricity market in Ireland. In recognition of the 

proximity of our projects, we have agreed to work 

closely together and to support each other in the 

completion of surveys and studies.  

To ensure a coordinated and consistent approach, 

the same planning consultant is preparing 

separate planning consent applications for both 

wind farms. While each project will be assessed on 

its own merits, this collaborative approach will 

support good coordination of technical 

assessments and community engagement. 

This respectful cooperation means that the design 

of both projects will complement each other, and 

we will communicate with the public in a 

coordinated manner so that the local community 

are kept updated on progress. 
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Sometimes, for reasons beyond our control, timelines may 

change. If this should happen, we will keep the 

community informed through letter-drops and via the 

project website.

January 2026

• Distribution of Newsletter 1 to near neighbours within 

2km of the project study area, political representatives 

and key stakeholders.  

• Two Community Liaison Officers available to answer 

queries.

• Launch of project website www.brackleywindfarm.ie

• Detailed environmental and engineering studies 

commence.

Spring/Summer 2026

• Distribution of Newsletter 2 with a draft design layout. 

• Community engagement continues with the CLOs 

calling to houses to discuss the project.

• Detailed environmental and engineering studies 

continue.         

• Local community engagement clinic takes place.   

Autumn 2026

• Distribution of a detailed project brochure.

• Virtual Tour goes live on the website, which includes a full 

set of photomontages.

• Local community engagement clinic takes place.

• CLO door-to-door engagement continues.

Winter 2026-2027

• Planning application target

Project development timeline

The FuturEnergy Ireland Approach 

Proactive engagement

We take a proactive approach to engagement, with 

dedicated Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) 

assigned to each project, which makes us 

accessible and easy to contact.

User-friendly, relevant and up-to-date 

information

We ensure that the local community is kept 

updated, informed and has access to project 

information, as soon as it is available, in a user-

friendly format.

Constructive conversation

Open, honest engagement is key to our approach. 

We listen to feedback, seek to understand any 

concerns raised and address these to the extent 

possible during the pre-planning process. This 

engagement continues throughout the lifetime of 

the renewable energy project.

Building relationships

The Brackley project team is committed to 

strengthening partnerships with local communities 

now and into the future.

In addition to the specific engagements noted

above, our CLOs are available throughout all

stages to discuss any queries or concerns.

Our commitment to you

Our aim is to develop responsible renewable energy 

projects in a way that respects the local community 

and environment. From the outset, we will place a 

fundamental focus on inclusion and partnership with 

stakeholders. 



Meet the team

The in-house project team for the proposed 

Brackley Wind Farm includes a project manager, 

a stakeholder manager and two Community 

Liaison Officers supported by a multi-disciplinary 

team of specialists in areas such as grid, planning 

and land. 

Eamonn Keavney

Community Liaison Officer

Eamonn has worked with Coillte in all aspects of 

forestry during a 40-year tenure. He has vast 

experience of forestry and comes with a deep 

understanding of both local community 

development and the needs of the local area.

Galetech Energy Services

Galetech Energy Services (GES) has 

been appointed as lead consultant for the 

project. GES is a local, Irish-owned renewable 

energy consultancy with significant 

experience in wind farm development across 

Ireland. GES provides technical, 

environmental, planning and project 

management expertise, supporting renewable 

energy projects from early feasibility and 

design through planning, consent and 

delivery. The team works closely with project 

stakeholders and local communities to ensure 

projects are developed to a high technical and 

environmental standard.

Colm Campbell

Project Manager

Colm has a civil engineering background with a 

broad range of experience in infrastructure 

development and delivery. He was drawn to the 

renewable energy sector because he is 

passionate about positively contributing to 

Ireland's climate change ambitions and 

sustainable future.

Anne Walsh

Stakeholder Manager

Anne has worked in the renewable energy 

industry since 2011. She has a strong background 

in community engagement and was involved in 

establishing a successful community recreation 

project in Sliabh Bawn, an operating wind farm 

in Co. Roscommon.

Tom Costello

Community Liaison Officer

Tom worked as a Coillte forest manager for over 

30 years before joining the FuturEnergy Ireland 

team. He has extensive experience in Community 

Benefit Funds, Near Neighbour and Energy 

Efficiency Schemes and takes pride in seeing how 

these funds can boost a rural community.

Contact us

We welcome your feedback and engagement. If 

you wish to be included in project updates, please 

email, phone or subscribe at 

www.brackleywindfarm.ie.

E-mail: brackley@futurenergyireland.ie

Call: Eamonn 087 608 2061 or Tom 087 352 5961

Post: Brackley Wind Farm, FuturEnergy Ireland, 

27/28 Herbert Place, Dublin2, D02 DC9

If you have any Coillte-specific queries, please email: 

lsinfo@coillte.ie


